
HabitsProminent Features

Ro
be

rts
 N

o.

Size Comparison

Su
nb

ird
 1 0

-1
5 c

m

S p
a r

ro
w 

1 5
- 2

0 c
m

D o
v e

 2 0
-3

0 c
m

P i
ge

on
 30

-4
0 c

m

B a
n ta

m  
4 0

-6
0 c

m

F o
w l

 60
-1

00
 cm

C r
an

e 1
00

-1
20

 cm

Si
gh

tin
gs

Name

(Usually Male Birds Only)

Barbet, Acacia Pied Bonthoutkapper 465 ● Bright red crown, white underparts Solitary or in pairs

Barbet, Blackcollared Rooikophoutkapper 464 ● Bright red forehead, face & neck Pairs or small groups in woodland

Barbet,Crested Kuifkophoutkapper 473 ● Head Crest, wings black and white scallops Single or pairs in woodland/garden

Bee-eater, European Europese Byvreter 438 ● Turquoise forehead and underparts Gregarious, roosts in tall trees

Bishop, Southern Red Rooivink 824 ● Males a brilliant red Gregarious, bee-like flight

Bishop, Yellow Crowned Goudgeelvink 826 ● Yellow crown, black face Gregarious, bee-like flight

Bittern, Little Woudapie 78 ● Thick neck, black crown and back Solitary in reed-beds or sedges

Bokmakierie Bokmakierie 746 ● ● Yellow breast, black bib Forages on ground

Boubou, Crimson Rooiborslaksman 739 ● Scarlet underparts, black back Pairs occur in thornveld

Boubou, Southern Suidelike Waterfiskaal 736 ● Black above, light below, bold wing stripe Secretive, highly vocal

Bulbul, Dark Capped Swartoogtiptol 568 ● ● Black and white streaked head Woodland, gardens, parks

Bunting, Cinamon Breasted Klipstreepkoppie 886 ● ● Black and white streaked head Rocky or stony ground

Buzzard, Steppe Bruinjakkelsvoël 149 ● Variable brown, paler band across chest Open country, grassveld

Canary, Blackthroated Bergkanarie 870 ● Bright yellow rump Forages mainly on ground

Canary, Yellow fronted Geeloogkanarie 869 ● Bold facial markings Gregarious, forages on ground

Cisticola, Clour Gevlekte Klopkloppie 666 ● Speckled brown, short tail Solitary, forages on ground

Cisticola, Desert Woestynklopkloppie 665 ● Small lbs. refer to book Forages low in grass

Cisticola, Levaillant Vleitinktinkie 677 ● Small lbs. longer tail Waterside sedges and reed????

Cisticola, Zitting Landeryklofkloppie 664 ● Small lbs. refer to book Forages low in grass

Coot, Redknobbed Bleshoender 228 ● Black with white bill, red knobs on head Gregarious, swims in open

Cormorant, Reed Rietduiker 58 ● Black except for brown speckled wings Fishes from rocks near water

Cormorant, Whitebreasted Witborsduiker 55 ● White throat and breast Often perch or nest in dend trees

Coucal, Burchel's Gewone Vleiloerie 391 ● Black head, rust back, white breast, red eyes Skul??? in dense vegetation

Courser, Temminck's Trekdrawwertjie 300 ● Rufous crown, white/black eyebrows Erect stance, bobs head and tail

Crake, Cape Swartriethaan 213 ● Black body, pink legs, yellow beak Walks over floating plants

Crow, Pied Witborskraai 548 ● Black with white collar and breast Gregarious scavenger

Cuckoo, African Afrikaanse Koekoek 375 ● Throat and breast pale grey Shy and elusive

Cuckoo, Diderik Diederikkie 386 ● Green and bronze black, white underparts Perches in tops of trees

Cuckoo, Redchested Piet-my-vrou 377 ● Rufous neck, white chested barred Shy and seldom seen
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(Usually Male Birds Only)

Darter, African Slanghalsvoël 60 ● Long neck with characteristic kink Dives well, spears fish

Dove, Laughing Rooiborsduif 355 ● Deep rufous chest with black marks Feeds on ground - tame

Dove, Redeyed Grootringduif 352 ● Black collar on hindneck Wary, lands heavily

Dove, Rock Tuinduif 348 ● Variable, refer to book Depends on human habitation

Duck, African Black Swarteend 105 ● Black with white splotches on back Feeds by head-dipping or up-ending

Duck, Whitebacked Witrugeend 101 ● White patch near base of bill Seldom seen out of water

Duck, Whitefaced Nonnetjie-eend 99 ● White face and long dark neck Gregarious, stands high

Duck, Yellowbilled Geelbekeend 104 ● Bright yelloweill with black patch Gregarious or in pairs

Egret, Cattle Bosluisvoël 71 ● ● Yellow beak and legs - all white bird Gregarious feeds in open grass

Egret, Great Grootwitreier 66 ● ● Body all white, legs black Shy and solitary

Egret, Little Kleinwitreier 67 ● Black beak and legs, yellow feet Active aquatic feeder

Egret, Yellowbilled Geelbekwitreier 68 ● Smaller than great, greenish legs Feeds by wading slowly

Falcon, Lanner Edelvalk 172 ● ● Whitish underparts, russet crown Hunts in flight, or from perch

Fish Eagle, African Visarend 148 ● White head, chest and tail Hunts fish from perch

Flycatcher, Fairy Feevlieëvanger 706 ● Small grey and black bird, white wingbar Forages inside leafy canopy

Flycatcher, Fiscal Fiskaalvlieëvanger 698 ● ● Like a fiscal shrike but beak thin Conspicious and tame

Flycatcher, Spotted Europese vlieëvanger 689 ● Brownish grey, streaked crown Catches insects in flight

Go-away Bird, Grey Kwêvoël 373 ● All grey, pronounced headcrest Alert and inquisitive

Goose, Egyptian Kolgans 102 ● Colourful goose-like broan patch on eyes Grazes on shoreline in pairs

Grebe, Little Kleindobbertjie 8 ● Rufous neck, blackish back Dives frequently

Greenshank, Common Groenpootruiter 270 ● Greenish/Grey legs and feet Forages in water

Guineafowl, Helmeted Gewone Tarentaal 203 ● Red helmet with horn, blue face Gregarious, groundfeeder, runs often

Gull, Greyheaded Gryskopmeeu 315 ● Grey head, back and upper wing Gregarious, forages over water
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(Usually Male Birds Only)

Hamerkop Hamerkop 81 ● Brown, head like a hammer Forages in shallow water

Harrier Hawk, African Kaalwangvalk 169 ● ● Yellow face, barred chest, grey back Graceful flight

Hawk, Cuckoo Koekoekvalk 128 ● ● Rufous bars on belly and under wing Flies low from tree to tree

Helmet Shriek, White Crested Withelmlaksman 753 ● ● Pied black, white and grey Gregarious, groups of 2-22

Heron, Black Swartreier 69 ● Unifrom slaty black Forms canopy with wings

Heron, Blackheaded Swartkopreier 63 ● Overall grey-black head, long neck Stalks prey or stands motionless

Heron, Goliath Reuse Reier 64 ● Very large, grey and chestnut Stands in water for long periods

Heron, Greenbacked Groenrugreier 74 ● Underparts appear grey/green Shy, partly nocturnal

Heron, Grey Bloureier 62 ● ● White neck with black stripes Wades in shallow water

Heron, Purple Rooireier 65 ● Brownish grey, rufous neck Wades in marshy places

Heron, Squacco Ralreier 72 ● Short neck, pale brown and white Shy, forages in shallow water

Honeybird, Brown Backed Skerpbek Heuning Voël 478 ● Slender pointed bill, dull brown Catches insects from perch

Honeyguide, Greater Grootheuningwyser 474 ● ● White outer tail feathers Guides man to bees' nests

Honeyguide, Lesser Kleinheuningwyser 476 ● Olive grey back with gold wash Solitary, perches motionless

Hoopoe, African Hoep-Hoep 451 ● Rufous/White-curved bill, head crest Walks on ground - quick steps

Hornbill, African Grey Grysneushoringvoël 457 ● Mottled black and white on wings Gregarious, forages in trees

House-Martin, Common Huisswael 530 ● Blue-black above, white rump Gregarious, feeds over grass

Ibis, African Sacred Skoorsteenveër 91 ● White with black head, curved bill Gregarious scavenger in wetlands

Ibis, Glossy Glansibis 93 ● Bronze brown, metallic green wings Forages by probing in mud

Ibis, Hadeda Hadeda 94 ● Metallic purple in wing Probes deep in soil for food

Kestrek, Lesser Kleinrooivalk 183 ● Grey head, rufous back Gregarious, hovers in wind

Kingfisher, Brownhooded Bruinkopvisvanger 435 ● ● Long red bill, dark back and head, blue wings Hunts insects from perch

Kingfisher, Giant Reuse Visvanger 429 ● Black back with spots, long black bill Shy, solitary, motionless

Kingfisher, Malachite Kuifkopvisvanger 431 ● Red bill, green crown, blue back Solitary, dives for food

Kingfisher, Pied Bontvisvanger 428 ● Distinctive pied black and white Hovers over water

Kingfisher, Woodland Bosveldvisvanger 433 ● Light blue above, white below Catches insects on the ground

Kite, Black Geelbekwou 126 ● Brown body, yellow bill Scavengers, often on roads

Kite, Blackshouldered Blouvalkie 127 ● ● Red eyes, grey back, black shoulders Hovers or hunts from perch

Lapwing, African Wattled Lelkiewiet 260 ● White forehead, yellow wattle Walks slowly and deliberately

Lapwing, Blacksmith Bontkiewiet 258 ● Pied black, white and grey, black legs Wary, walks in short bursts

Lapwing, Growned Kroonkiewiet 255 ● Red legs and bill, black crown ringed white Ground feeder, quick steps

Lark, Rufousnaped Rooineklewerik 494 ● Rufous head-top and wing edges Runs mouselike in grass

Longclaw, Cape Oranjekeelkalkoentjie 727 ● ● Orange throat with black surround Stands upright on grass tufts

Mannikin, Bronze Gewone Fret 857 ● Blackish areas washed metallic green Gregarious, feeds in flocks
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(Usually Male Birds Only)

Martin, Brownthroated Afrikaanse Oewerswael 533 ● Smoky brown and white belly Gregarious, feeds near water

Martin, Rock Kransswael 529 ● Greyish brown above, cinnamon below Seldom seem far from cliffs

Masked Weaver, Lesser Swartkeel Geelvink 814 ● Yellow with red eye and black face Forages on ground and higher

Moorhen, Common Grootwaterhoender 226 ● Red beak with yellow tip, white undertail Swims in open water

Mousebird, Redfaced Rooiwang Muisvoël 426 ● Bare red face, grey back, long tail Climbs around in bush

Mousebird, Speckled Gevlekte Muisvoël 424 ● Uniform brown, black face, long tail Climbs mouse-like

Myna, Common Indiese Spreeu 758 ● Legs, face and beak yellow Aggressive, cocky walk

Neddicky Hedikkie 681 ● Grey plumage, dull rufous head Movements like clockwork toy

Night Herron, Black Crowned Witrugnagreier 76 ● Black crown and back, white below Largely nocturnal

Nightjar, European Europese Naguil 404 ● Dark coloured, refer to book Roots by day, feeds at night

Oriole, Blackheaded Swartkopwielewaal 545 ● ● Bright yellow, black head Forages high up

Owl, Barn Nonnetjie-Uil 392 ● Pale heart shaped facial disc Looks for food at dusk

Owl, Marsh Vlei-Uil 395 ● Dark brown, small ear tufts Active late afternoon

Owl, Spotted Eagle Gevlekte Ooruil 401 ● Grey flecked, prominent ears Forages from open perch

Palm Swift, Africa Palmwindswael 421 ● ● Grey brown, slender body, long tail Roosts under palm leaves

Paradise Flycatcher, African Paradysvlieëvanger 710 ● Rusty orange - blue bill and eye ring Vocal - Graceful flight

Petronia, Yellow Throated Geelvlekmossie 805 ● Broad white eyebrows On the ground it walks

Pigeon, Speckled Kransduif 349 ● White speckles on wine, red eye patch Roosts on high buildings

Pipit, African Grasveldkoester 716 ● L.B.J. refer to book Runs in short bursts

Plover, Common Ringed Ringnekstrandkiewiet 245 ● ● Black breastband runs round neck Forages in mud or sandbanks

Plover, Threebanded Driebandstrandkiewiet 249 ● ● Two black breast bands Runs in short sports

Pochard, Southern Bruineend 113 ● Glossy brown, paler below Forages at water's edge

Prinia, Blackchested Swartbandlangstertjie 685 ● Longtail cocked upwards, chest band Found in bushes and reeds

Prinia, Tawnyflanked Bruinsylangstertjie 683 ● Longtail cocked, no black chest band Forages low down in bushes

Puffback, Black Backed Sneeubal 740 ● Black and white, red eyes Hunts in dense foilage

Pytilia, Green-winged Gewone Melba 834 ● Scarlet forecrown, throat and cheeks Secretive, forages on ground

Quelea, Redbilled Rooibekquelea 821 ● Strong red bill, black face Highly gregarious

Reed Warbler, African Kleinrietsanger 631 ● ● Small nondescript Skulks in low march vegetation

Reed Warbler, Great Grootrietsanger 628 ● Largest of the warblers Singly in dense vegetation

Robin Chat, Cape Gewone Janfrederik 601 ● ● Colourful orange neck, white brow Keeps to dense undergrowth

Prominent Features Habits

Su
n b

ird
 1 0

-1
5 c

m

S p
a r

ro
w 

1 5
- 2

0 c
m

D o
v e

 2 0
-3

0 c
m

P i
ge

on
 30

-4
0 c

m

B a
n ta

m  
4 0

-6
0 c

m

F o
w l

 60
-1

00
 cm

C r
an

e 1
00

-1
20

 cm

Si
gh

tin
gs

Name

Ro
be

rts
 N

o.

English Afrikaans



Habits

Su
n b

ird
 1 0

-1
5 c

m

S p
a r

ro
w 

1 5
- 2

0 c
m

D o
v e

 2 0
-3

0 c
m

P i
ge

on
 30

-4
0 c

m

B a
n ta

m  
4 0

-6
0 c

m

F o
w l

 60
-1

00
 cm

C r
an

e 1
00

-1
20

 cm

Prominent Features
Si

gh
tin

gs
Name

Ro
be

rts
 N

o.

Size Comparison

(Usually Male Birds Only)

Sandpiper, Common Gewone Ruiter 264 ● ● Bill as long as head Rooster on ground near water

Sandpiper, Wood Bosruiter 266 ● Olive brown back, spotted white Stands still to avoid detection

Scrub Robin, Whitebrowed Gestreepte Wipstert 613 ● ● Brown with well streaked breast Retiring, and hard to see

Seedeater, Streaky headed Streepkopkanarie 881 ● ● White eyebrow on grey Sociable, unobtrusive

Shikra Gesande Sperwer 159 ● Grey black, russet banded underparts Perches within canopy of tree

Shoveller, Cape Kaapse Slopeend 112 ● Broad black bill, pale grey head Surface - dabbling with beak immersed

Shrike, Crimsonbreasted See Boubou Crimson 739 ● Scarlet underparts, black back Pairs occur in thornveld

Shrike, Fiscal Common Fiskaallaksman 732 ● ● Black head with white chest and V on back Hunts from conspicuous perch

Shrike, Lesser Grey Gryslaksman 731 ● Black forehead, face, wings and tail Perches on bush or telephone wire

Shrike, Redbacked Rooiruglaksman 733 ● Grey head, rufous back Perches lower down in bush

Sparrow, Cape Gewone Mossie 803 ● Head, face and breast black Feed by hopping on ground

Sparrow, House Huismossie 801 ● White cheeks, brown back Feeds by hopping on ground

Sparrow, Southern Grey Headed Gryskopmossie 804 ● Slim build, grey head Gregarious, foraged on ground

Sparrowhawk, Black Swartsperwer 158 ● Large black and white hawk Sits quietly when approached

Sparrowhawk, Ovambo Ovambosperwer 156 ● Grey head and back, barred underparts Agile and graceful in flight

Spoonbill, African Lepelaar 95 ● White bird, pink legs, spoonshaped bill Forages on ground or surface water

Spurfowl Swainson's Bosveldfisant 199 ● Red-necked, black bill and legs Shy, runs with head down

Starling, Cape Glossy Kleinglansspreeu 764 ● Irridescent blue and green Forages arboreally or on ground

Starling, Redwinged Rooivlerkspreeu 769 ● Red-brown flight feathers Flight fase and direct

Starling, Wattled Lelspreeu 760 ● Large black wattle on head and throat Catches live prey on ground

Stonechat, African Gewone bontrokkie 596 ● ● Black head, back and tail Forages from a perch

Sunbird, Amethyst Swartsuikerbekkie 792 ● Sooty black, purple chin Restless and very active

Sunbird, Whitebellied Witpenssuikerbekkie 787 ● Metallic green head and upperparts Restless and very active

Swallow, Barn Europese Swael 518 ● Light under, red throat and forehead Low quick agile flight

Swallow, Greater Striped Grootstreepswael 526 ● White streaked under, rufous crown and rump Flight slow and leisurely

Swallow, Lesser Striped Kleinstreepswael 527 ● Rufous head, heavily streaked breast Flies with other swallows

Swallow, Redbreasted Rooiborsswael 524 ● Entirely chestnut underparts Flight slower with gliding

Swallow, Saw-wing Black Swartsaagvlerkswael 536 ● All black, deeply forked tail Flight swift, graceful and agile

Swallow, Whitethroated Witkeelswael 520 ● ● White underparts, black breast band Flight quick and agile

Swamp Warbler, Lesser Kaapse Rietsanger 635 ● ● Brown above, buff white below, eye stripe Forages low in reedbeds

Swamphen African, Purple Grootkoningriethaan 223 ● Mainly deep blue, large red beak Shy, keeps to dense vegetation

Swift, African Black Swartwindswael 412 ● All dark brown/black, crescent wings Highly gregarious

Swift, Little Kleinwindswael 417 ● Black body, short square tail Highly gregarious

Swift, Whiterumped Witkruisvindswael 415 ● Black all over, white rump Forages high and low
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(Usually Male Birds Only)

Tchagra, Blackcrowned Swartkroontjagra 744 ● Black crown, rust wings, white below Flies low between bushes

Tchagra, Brown Crowned Rooivlerktjagra 743 ● ● Black/white/brown eyebrow Flies reluctantly

Teal, Cape Teeleend 106 ● Pink upturned bill Forages by head-dipping and upending

Teal, Redbilled Rooibekeend 108 ● Red bill, spotted body Grazes acquatic plants

Tern, Whewinged Witvlerksterretjie 339 ● Front half black, rest white Flies slowly into wind

Tern, Whiskered Witbaardmeersterretjie 338 ● Body leadgrey, black forehead Dips water surface for food

Thick-knee spotted Dikkop 297 ● Heavily spotted upper parts Crespecular and nocturnal

Thrush, Olive Olyflyster 577 ● Olive brown, yellow bill, spotted chin Forages like a fowl

Titbabbler, chestnue Vented Bosveldtjeriktik 621 ● ● Dull blue/grey, chestnut vent Rather tit-like in habits

Turtle Dove, Cape Gewone Tortelduif 354 ● Black collar on hindneck Forages on ground

Wagtail, Cape Gewone Kwikkie 713 ● Grey above, white eye mark, bib grey Wags tail when standing

Warbler, European Marsh Europese Rietsanger 633 ● L.B.J. refer to book Highly secretive

Warbler, European Sedge Europese Vleisanger 634 ● Streaked crown Singly in dense vegetation

Warbler, Garden Tuinsanger 619 ● ● Brown with no distinctive markings Sings from concealed place

Warbler, Icterine Spotvoël 625 ● Light yellow below Sings from exposed perch

Warbler, Willow Hofsanger 643 ● Distinct eyebrows Forages off leaves and branches

Waxbill, Blue Gewone Blousysie 844 ● Brown above, blue face, throat and breast Gregarious, forages on ground

Waxbill, Common Rooibaksysie 846 ● Red belly, eye patch and bill Forages low down

Waxbill, Violet-eared Koningblousysie 845 ● Violet cheek patch Forages low in thickets

Weaver, Cape Kaapse Wewer 813 ● Olive green back, yellow under, fierce eye Aggressive at feeding tables

White-eye, Orange River Kaapse Glasogie 796 ● ● Yellow/green above, grey under, white eye ring Forages restlessly, gregarious

Whitethroat, Common Witkeelsanger 620 ● ● White throat, pinkish breast Found in scrub thickets

Whydah, Pintailed Koning Rooibekkie 860 ● Pied, red beak, long tail Bouncy flight, aggressive

Widow Bird Langstertflap 832 ● Extremely long black tail Forages mainly on ground

Widow, Winged White Witvlerkflap 829 ● Yellow and white patches on wings Flight rather slow

Wood Hoopoe, Green Gewone Kakelaar 452 ● Long, red curved bill, long black and white tail Forages in trees in noisy groups 

Woodpecker, Cardinal Kardinaalspeg 486 ● ● Streaked breast, brown crown Forages on trunks and branches

Wryneck, Redthroated Draaihals 489 ● Rust brown patch on throat Forages mostly on ground
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